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GERMAN YOUTH HITS THE
TOWN

In recent years we have occasionally despaired of
getting more young people involved in Town
Twinning but over the past few months there has
been a resurgence of youth activity, particularly on
the German side, which augurs well for the long
term health of our two Associations in Brentwood
and Roth. Last year saw three visits from teenagers
from Landkreis Roth, over and above the twin
school exchanges.

Hauptschule Hilpoltstein

The first of these was in May, 2008, and was a
group of final year students from the Hauptschule
in Hilpoltstein. This is a school which would
dearly love to exchange but for whom no partner
school has yet been found, so they decided to come
on their own and stay at Stubbers, in Upminster.
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Enjoying the facilities at Stubber.
Although not initially impressed by the standard of
accommodation being offered there, they were
soon won over by the tremendous enthusiasm,
friendliness and commitment of the staff, and by
the very high quality of activities on offer. It was
not just outdoor pursuits they were after, however,
they also visited London and met up with young
people from Brentwood. A football match with a
team from Hartswood Club was organised for them

by John Tyler where the Germans showed their
mettle by winning very convincingly!
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The German boys(in yellow) were definitely bigger!
At the Hermit Club, Paul Green and his team
organised a very enjoyable evening of music and
other activities. Here they were able to meet up
with Brentwood youngsters in less competitive
surroundings.

The computer games were a hit at the Hermit
The stay in Brentwood was rounded off by a visit
to the Mayor, Clir Dudley Payne, where the school
presented the Mayor with a class photograph as a



memento of their visit.
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Teacher, Jiirgen Bundgaard, presents the photograph to
the Mayor
Scouts from Spalt
A large scout jamboree in Essex brought Jérg Stroh
and his Spalt Pfadfinder to Thriftwood. Being
scouts, they wanted to spend their time here finding
their way around Brentwood and getting to know
the area, so a Brentwood quiz was devised which
they had to complete by exploring the High Street
area and, where necessary, asking questions of
passers by. Some of them showed a certain amount
of initiative by simply going into the information
office in the High Street and gleaning as much
information from them as they could!
They were also hosted by the Mayor at the Town
Hall — and then reciprocated by inviting some of us
and scout leaders to a BBQ at their camp.
A torrential downpour did not dampen anyone’s
spirits and the whole meal, was served up cheer-
fully with expert attention to detail — including the
mustard. A full barrel of local beer had been
transported all the way from Spalt and added the
final touches. It was only a pity that the local scout
groups who had also been invited were not able to
join us. There would have been enough food!!
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Spalt beer was the highﬁg-;:;fthe BBQ
Kreisjugendring
In September the Roth Youth service paid us their
second visit of the last couple of years under the
leadership of Rainer Geier. They had done a short
tour of Southern England prior to arriving in the
Brentwood. They stayed at Stubbers, taking
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advantage of the slightly cheaper self catering
option, and made use of the facilities and the ease

Our Mayor meets his German double
They were entertained by the mayor, with a Town
Hall reception, by the Twinning Association with
take away pizza and by the Hermit Youth club with
a Heavy Metal (I think!) band night and the chance
to meet local youngsters. The Kreisjugendring has
already planned and booked another trip for August
this year, which will hopefully include working
together with some Duke of Edinburgh award
students and some youngsters with special needs.
Overall, the youth visits from German have been
extremely successful. If we only had youth
accommodation in Brentwood, we could do so
much more. We are now hoping that there can be
some reciprocal visits from youth groups from
Brentwood, but much youth activity has
unfortunately been curtailed because of the very
stringent conditions of the Child Protection Act,
which is making it very difficult for youth leaders
to take young people abroad.

TWIN SCHOOLS

One of the positive outcomes of the move towards
teaching foreign languages in primary schools is
that more schools in Brentwood are learning Ger-
man and becoming interested in Town Twinning.
Four primary schools are now twinned. The first
school to approach us was Larchwood Primary
(where Angela Bailey is chair of governors) and
they are now twinned with the Grundschule in
Kammerstein (with the help of Walter Schwarz).
Then followed St Thomas’s CE Junior School, with
the Grundschule in Roth, Doddinghurst CE Junior
School with Meckenhausen and Hollytrees Primary
with Schwanstetten. Some of these schools have
joined the Association and we hope to welcome
their staff on the next official visit. Two German
schools are still seeking partners: the Grundschule
in Schwarzenlohe and the Volksschule Roth
Kupferplatte, so if you know of any school
interested please put them in touch.

There is a new senior school exchange, between
Shenfield High and the Gymnasium in Roth, and
two on-going exchanges between the Brentwood







